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Unit Framework for an ELA Class 

 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS THAT STUDENTS MUST ENGAGE IN INQUIRY AROUND: 

1. How do we overcome adversity ourselves, and how do we help others overcome it? 

2. How do weak literacy skills contribute to adversity?  

3. How can critical thinking, research, reading and writing skills help us overcome adversity? 

4. What do good citizens do? What do good digital citizens do? How does positive citizenship allow us to 

overcome adversity? How does poor citizenship contribute to adversity? 
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This work was informed by the expertise of Dr. Anthony Petrosky, University of Pittsburgh, 2007 

 

UNIT THEME: OVERCOMING ADVERSITY 

“Lose Yourself” 

Eminem 

King: “I Have  

a Dream” 

Speech 

Lance 

Armstrong 

Biography 

Elie Wiesel: Article 

Poems of G. Depression 
Cisneros: 

House on 

Mango Street 

COMPREHENSION 

QUESTIONS 

INTERPRETIVE QUESTIONS ANALYTIC AND EVALUATIVE 

QUESTIONS 

Metacognitive Questions: 

What parts of the text were difficult to understand? Why? 
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TEXTS SEQUENCED OR DIFFERENTIATED BY RELEVANCE 

AND DIFFICULTY 

Students CONSUME these texts so that they may PRODUCE similar texts. 

Writing ABOUT texts to respond to questions/reflect and writing LIKE the authors of those texts 

to develop writer’s craft. 

Authentic and Extensive Products: 

Students create a written response to one of the essential questions and publish it for an audience that 

might benefit from their conclusions. Choice may be provided around genre, and students might be 

asked to determine their purpose for writing and the audience they are addressing prior to choosing an 

appropriate genre. 
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